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INTRODUCTION
A community is both defined and constrained by the network of highways, roads, streets, waterways, and railways that move its residents and goods through and in and out of the area. This chapter discusses the various elements of Butte County's transportation network. It draws from the 2001 Regional Transportation Plan, prepared by the Butte County Association of Governments (BCAG.) As the Regional Transportation Planning Agency, BCAG updates this countywide plan every three years.
DESCRIPTION OF EXISTING CIRCULATION SYSTEM Physical Constraints and Road System
The geography of Butte County constrains transportation and circulation. In the flat valley of the southwestern portion of the county, the circulation system is affected most significantly by the Feather River. The river bisects the lower portion of the county running south. In the foothills and mountains of the eastern part of the county, travel is limited to east-west roadways that run through valleys and canyons. Man-made barriers also constrain automobile traffic. For instance, the circulation system is affected by the railroad tracks running north-south parallel to the state highways. Together the river and railroad tracks facilitate north-south travel, though they also hinder east-west travel in the southern portion of the county.
Butte County has over 2,100 miles of public roadways under the jurisdiction of various government entities (see Table 5 -1). These roadways carry an estimated 1,703 million miles of travel demand annually, according to the 2000 Caltrans California Motor Vehicle Travel Forecast. 
Functional Classification and Design Standards of Roadways
Butte County's streets and highways can be described in terms of a hierarchy of roadways according to their functional classification. The resulting hierarchy of roadways, as well as the general characteristics of each type, is described below. Two major classifications, urban and rural streets, are grouped according to the character of service they are expected to provide. It is necessary to differentiate between urban and rural areas since the services they provide can differ greatly. Butte County's road improvement standards for these classes of roads are contained in Appendix II of the Butte County Improvement Standards, adopted by Board of Supervisors Resolution 02-104 and all subsequent amendments. Copies of these Improvement Standards are available from the Department of Public Works and are available on their web site at: http://www.buttecounty.net/publicworks/improvement_standards/is_index.html.
Urban Roadway Classes Urban Local Roadways
Urban local roadways are intended to serve adjacent properties only. They carry very little, if any, through traffic and generally have low volumes. They are normally discontinuous in alignment to discourage through traffic, although they are occasionally laid out in a grid system. Speed limits on local roads seldom exceed 25 miles per hour. An example of a local roadway in an urban environment is the cul-de-sac.
Urban Collector Roadways
Urban collector roadways are intended to collect traffic from local roadways and carry it to roads higher in the hierarchy of classification. Collector roads also serve adjacent properties. They generally carry light to moderate traffic volumes at speed limits typically in the range of 35 to 45 miles per hour.
Urban Arterial Roadways
Urban arterial roadways can be further divided into major and minor facilities. They are fed by local and collector roads and provide intra-city circulation and connection to regional roadways. Although their primary purpose is to move heavy volumes of traffic, arterial roadways often provide access to adjacent properties, especially in commercial areas. Speed limits on arterial roadways typically range from 45 to 55 miles per hour.
Rural Roadway Classes
Rural Local Roads
Rural local roads serve primarily to provide access to adjacent land and provide for travel over relatively short distances. 
Rural Collector Roads
Rural collector roads serve travel that is primarily intra-county rather than of regional or statewide importance. Travel distances on these roads are usually shorter than on arterial roadways.
Rural Arterial Roadways
Rural arterial roadways provide for corridor movements having trip lengths and volumes that indicate substantial statewide or interstate travel. They generally link urban areas of over 50,000 population as well as many areas with 25,000 population or more. They are often regional highways or freeways as described below.
The following classifications of roadway serve both rural and urban areas by providing travel on important, high-volume corridors.
Regional Highways
Regional highways are used as primary connections between major traffic generators or as primary links in state and national highway networks. Such routes often have sections of many miles through rural environments without traffic control interruptions.
Freeways and Expressways
Freeways and expressways are intended to serve both intra-regional and inter-regional travel. They provide no access to adjacent properties, but rather are fed traffic from collector and arterial roadways by access ramps. Freeways provide connections to other regional highways and are capable of carrying heavy traffic volumes. Speed limits on freeways are usually the highest allowed by law.
This hierarchy of streets and highways is only a general guide to the classification of roadways that make up the circulation system. Because streets often serve dual functions, they cannot be definitively classified. In addition, the width of a roadway does not always correspond directly to its function in the overall circulation system, though the wider roadways tend to have more regional function.
Major Roadways in Butte County
Freeways
Butte County has two segments of four-lane limited-access freeway or expressway. One segment is State Route 70 between 0.4 miles south of SR 162 through Oroville to the junction of SR 149. The other segment is State Route 99 starting at the SR99/SR149 intersection and continuing through Chico to one mile north of the Eaton Road interchange. These segments are part of the north-south travel corridor of State Route 99 and part of State Route 70 as described below. Because these state routes have only two segments of freeway, the Butte region has one of only 
Regional Highways
Six State Highways serve as regional highways in Butte County. These highways, which provide the primary access through the county, are listed in Table 5 -2. 
Other Significant Roadways
A number of arterial and collector roadways in Butte County are regionally significant in that they serve regional population areas. Most of these are part of the county's roadway network. These roadways are described in Table 5 -3. Table 5 -5 shows that in 2000 more fatal accidents occurred on unincorporated roadways than in the cities, but more accidents involving injuries occurred in the cities than on unincorporated roadways. Table 5 -6 shows that the Skyway has led all other streets in the total number of accidents. The Skyway, one of the newest roadways in the area, had 763 accidents reported between 1992 and 2002. Table 5 -7 below provides a further breakdown of accident types for the top ten roads in unincorporated areas of Butte County from 1992 to 2002. The first figure is the total number of accidents. The Skyway had the most number of fatal accidents and injury accidents. Lincoln Boulevard was second with 384 total accidents and 164 injury accidents. The exact causes of these accidents is impossible to determine. However, the Skyway has a high volume of traffic, mixed with steep grades and numerous residential encroachments along the road, while Lincoln Boulevard has a reduced maximum speed limit. In 2001, a portion of Lincoln Boulevard was also reduced from four lanes to two lanes with a continuous left turn lane to calm the number of speeding vehicles. Other rural roadways with numerous single vehicle accidents include Oroville-Bangor Highway, Lower Wyandotte Road, Midway, and River Road. As the surrounding suburban populations increase, these two-lane rural roadways may need improvements to serve traffic moving to and from the urban areas.
Accident Summary Information
PLANNED/ PROPOSED REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS
The Butte County Association of Governments (BCAG) is responsible for preparing and updating a Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) every three years. The RTP identifies the transportation needs of the Butte County Region, proposes a program of capital and operational improvements needed within the next 20 years, and recommends a package of revenue increases to fund the proposed program. The most recent RTP was adopted by BCAG on September 27, 2001.
The RTP is designed to identify the region's future transportation needs and serve as the foundation for the preparation of the Regional Transportation Improvement Program (RTIP) and the Federal Transportation Improvement Program (FTIP). The 2001 RTP outlined these goals:
• To provide convenient access to a transportation network that serves both the county and region for all modes of travel.
• To provide and maintain a safe, efficient, and convenient countywide roadway system that meets the travel needs of people and goods through and within the region.
• To provide effective, convenient transit with emphasis placed on those sectors of the population that are most reliant on public transportation.
• To provide for the safe and efficient movement of goods through and into Butte County.
• To promote general and commercial aviation facilities and services that are complementary to the countywide transportation system. • To provide a safe, convenient, and efficient non-motorized transportation system that is part of a balanced overall transportation system. • To provide an economical short-term solution to the negative impacts of single-occupant vehicle travel through the use of alternative transportation methods.
• To achieve and maintain air quality that meets federal and state standards.
• To minimize consumption of non-renewable energy sources.
• To facilitate the development of the most efficient and effective transportation system possible through existing and future land development forms.
• To secure funding of vital transportation needs through all conventional sources.
• To facilitate the use of electronic information transfer services as an alternative to vehicular trips.
The 2001 RTP contains policies, action statements, and funding recommendations to meet regional transportation needs over the next twenty years. It identifies $200 million in roadway projects and prioritizes the funding for these projects. The top long range priority for Butte County is the State Route 70, Marysville Bypass to the Oroville Freeway, which is a key part of a plan to construct a continuous four-lane expressway from Chico to Sacramento.
The RTP also identifies fourteen other priority transportation projects. These projects are shown Table 5 -8 below. 
BCAG TRAVEL DEMAND FORECASTING MODEL
BCAG maintains a travel demand forecasting (TDF) traffic model for the Butte County region that is used to prepare existing and future year peak hour volume and level of service (LOS) estimates for the county's regional roadway network. This analysis does not constitute a standard, only an estimate, and is designed to be used for general planning purposes only. The most recent BCAG traffic model data forecasts traffic volumes for a 25-year period, from 2000 to 2025.
A traffic model is a computer program that simulates traffic levels and patterns for a specific geographic area. The program consists of input files that summarize the area's land uses, street network, travel characteristics, and other key factors. Using this data, the model performs a series of calculations to determine the amount of trips generated, where each trip begins and ends, and the route taken by the trip. The model's output includes projections of traffic on major roads. The BCAG TDF model is a valuable tool for the preparation of long-range transportation planning studies.
To be accurate for projecting traffic volumes in the future, a model must first be calibrated to a year in which actual land use data and traffic volumes are available and well documented. A model is accurately calibrated when it replicates the actual traffic counts on the major roads within certain ranges of error set by Caltrans. 2000 is the latest year for which a comprehensive set of traffic counts was obtained and corresponds with 2000 Census data.
The ability of a traffic model to replicate traffic counts is known as model validation. For the model validation, over 200 roadway segments within the county were included as study locations. Traffic counts at these locations were compared with the base year a.m. peak hour and p.m. peak hour, and daily model projections to determine the model's accuracy. In general, the BCAG TDF model generates results that exceed the validation standards established in the Travel Forecasting Guidelines (Caltrans, 1992) for daily, a.m. peak hour, and p.m. peak hour conditions. The BCAG TDF model is consistent in form and function with the standard traffic forecasting models used in the transportation planning profession. The model includes a land use/trip generation module, a gravity-based trip distribution model, and a capacity-restrained equilibrium traffic assignment process. It utilizes the 2000 version of MINUTP software, which is consistent with many of the models used by local jurisdictions in California and Caltrans. 
Level of Service (LOS)
Establishing roadway level of service (LOS) allows transportation planners to evaluate traffic operating conditions and provides a basis for comparison of operating conditions. A roadway or street segment is assigned a LOS grade that corresponds to its quality of traffic operations. A LOS grade of "A" indicates high quality service; a LOS grade of "F" indicates low quality service.
Table 5-9 below presents the characteristics associated with each LOS grade. As shown in the table, LOS "A", "B" and "C" are considered satisfactory to most motorists, while LOS "D" is marginally acceptable. LOS "E" and "F" are associated with severe congestion and delay and are unacceptable to most motorists.
It is common in traffic engineering practice to design, maintain and improve street facilities in order to maintain level of service "C" or better, except in congested urban areas where this policy would be uneconomical. The policies of the cities of Chico, Oroville, and Paradise, Butte County, and Caltrans concur with this, though their evaluation criteria and degrees of "strictness" vary.
TABLE 5-9 PEAK HOUR LEVEL OF SERVICE (LOS) DESCRIPTIONS
Level of Service
Traffic Flow Quality A Describes free-flow operations at average travel speeds, usually about 90 percent of the FFS for a give street class. Vehicles are completely unimpeded in their ability to maneuver within the traffic stream. Control delay at signalized intersections is minimal. B Describes reasonably unimpeded operations at average travel speeds, usually about 70 percent of the FFS for the street class. The ability to maneuver within the traffic stream is only slightly restricted, and control delays at signalized intersections are not significant. C Describes stable operations; however, ability to maneuver and change lanes in midblock locations may be more restrictive than those in LOS B, and longer queues, adverse signal coordination, or both may contribute to lower average travel speeds of about 50 percent of the FFS for the street class D Borders on a range in which small increases in flow may cause substantial increases in delay an decreases in travel speed. LOS D may be due to adverse signal progression, inappropriate signal timing, high volumes, or a combination of these factors. Average travel speeds are about 40 percent of the FFS. E Characterized by significant delays and average travel speeds 33 percent or less of the FFS. Such operations are caused by a combination of adverse progression, high signal density, high volumes, extensive delays or critical intersections, and inappropriate signal timing. F Characterized by flow at extremely low speeds, typically one-third to on-fourth of the FFS. Intersection congestion is likely at critical signalized location, with high delays, high volumes, and extensive queuing. The LOS thresholds used in BCAG's TDF model were developed based on methodologies described in the 2000 Highway Capacity Manual. The thresholds are based on peak hour traffic volumes and are detailed in Table 5 -10 below. 
TDF Model Results
Capacity-increasing roadway projects that the 2025 traffic model assumes will be constructed by 2025 are identified in Table 5 -11 below. These projects have been included in the 2025 BCAG TDF model roadway network. (2000) and projected (2025) peak hour traffic volumes on local roads of regional significance that connect population centers with industrial, commercial, recreational and other important uses. Level of Service (LOS) is then used to express the traffic flow conditions of a road segment in relation to the capacity of the roadway. Please note that for the purposes of this analysis, LOS "A", "B", or "C" were not differentiated, but rather were grouped into a single category, LOS "C". This category can be interpreted as representing LOS "C" or better.
As Determining where deficiencies will occur in the future is helpful in determining priorities for highway funding and for allocating limited monies to the most important projects. Table 5-12 shows that many road segments are expected to stay or to become deficient in LOS by 2025. This analysis includes the increased roadway capacity shown in Table 5 
EXISTING AND PLANNED TRANSIT SERVICES AND FACILITIES
While, as in all rural areas in California, the automobile is the primary mode of travel in Butte County, the Regional Transportation Plan, Butte County General Plan, and the general plans of the local jurisdictions support a balanced transportation system that coordinates mass transit, private autos, and other modes rather than the overwhelming dominance of one mode.
Fixed Route Public Transit
The Butte County region currently has three fixed route transit systems in operation in 2003. 
Demand Responsive Transportation
The transportation needs of the elderly and persons with disabilities are addressed by various demand responsive systems in the local urban areas. These are available in Paradise, Chico, Oroville, and Gridley under the names Paradise Express, Chico Clipper, Oroville Express, and Gridley Golden Feather Flyer. These systems operate automobiles and/or wheelchair liftequipped vans on an on-call basis. The following is a description of each of these services according to the 2001 RTP.
Paradise Express
The Paradise Express provides paratransit service for elderly (62 and over) and persons with disabilities traveling within the Town of Paradise. The system operates six 11-passenger vehicles. Service is provided Monday through Friday, 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Saturdays and Sundays. The fare is $1.25.
Oroville Express
The Oroville Express provides paratransit service to persons 65 and over and to persons with disabilities within the Oroville urban area. The system operates five 13-passenger and one 8-passenger van. Service is provided Monday through Thursday 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Fridays 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., and on weekends.
Chico Clipper
The Chico Clipper provides paratransit service to persons 62 and over and to persons with disabilities within the Chico urban area. The Clipper is the largest paratransit system in the county, operating nine 18-passenger vehicles. Service is provided Monday through Saturday, 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. and Sundays 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Gridley Golden Feather Flyer
The Gridley Golden Feather Flyer is a subsidized service for elderly persons 62 and over and to persons with disabilities traveling within the Gridley urban area. The single 18-passenger vehicle operates from 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. on weekdays and from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. on Saturdays. There is no Sunday service.
Social Service Transportation
Butte County hosts a network of social service agencies that provide specialized transportation to their clients. The largest of these is the Work Training Center, which operates 23 primary and six 
Private Bus Operators
Greyhound Lines is a private common carrier that provides scheduled service to the Butte County region. The main Greyhound bus terminal is located in downtown Chico at the Amtrak station. The station is served by Chico Area Transit. Greyhound offers 13 departures from Chico daily and also serves Paradise, Oroville, and Gridley as well as destinations outside the Butte County region.
EXISTING AND PLANNED PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE FACILITIES
The unincorporated areas of Butte County have existing and planned pedestrian and bicycle facilities located in both rural and urban environments. For the most part, the urban environments within the County's jurisdiction lie within the greater Chico and Oroville urban areas where the County's existing and planned pedestrian and bicycle facilities interface with the various facilities of those communities.
Pedestrian Facilities
The majority of the pedestrian facilities located within the urban areas of unincorporated Butte County consist of sidewalk facilities which were placed in conjunction with site improvements for subdivisions and commercial development. Newer sidewalk facilities include access ramps that meet both County and American with Disabilities Act (ADA) standards, while older facilities are being gradually upgraded to include access ramps as part of the County's Capital Improvement Program. To create uniform pedestrian corridors, sidewalks improvements will also have to added to complete existing facilities that presently terminate without accessible ramps or connections to adjacent facilities.
The Butte County Public Works Department has set up the following criteria for the improvement of sidewalks within County's jurisdiction:
• Provide access ramps and complete sidewalk improvements in areas which are adjacent to or provide routes to schools.
• Construct minimum twenty five-foot radius curb returns at intersections and County standard access ramps in urban areas where sidewalks already exist.
• Continue sidewalks to interconnect with those already existing to create uniform pedestrian corridors in the unincorporated urban areas of the County.
The Butte County Development Standards typically require proposed residential and commercial developments located in the county's urban areas to construct curb, gutter, and sidewalk improvements within the county roadways fronting development. Residential developments located within the Chico urban area that have lot sizes greater than one acre come under a separate rural standard that presently does not require curb, gutter, and sidewalks to be constructed. Elsewhere sidewalks are presently constructed to County Public Works Standards with a four-foot wide sidewalk in residential areas and a five-foot wide sidewalk within commercial areas.
Bicycle Facilities
Since Butte County has a mild climate, bicycling is popular for both transportation and recreation.
On October 13, 1998, the County adopted the Countywide Bikeway Master Plan (September 1998) prepared for the County by the Butte County Association of Governments. This Master Plan was developed to allow the County and local jurisdictions to meet requirements for transportation grants.
Butte County Public Works specifications and the Countywide Bikeway Master Plan identify three different classifications of bicycle facilities which are consistent with Caltrans specifications:
• Class I Bike Paths are bikeway facilities designated for exclusive use by both bicycles and pedestrians which are separated from, but usually adjacent to, roadways. They are usually designed for two-way travel with an eight-foot minimum wide of asphalt concrete pavement and two-foot wide graded aggregate base shoulders wherever practical.
• Class II Bike Lanes usually consist of adjacent one-way lanes on either side of the roadway that provide for the exclusive and semi-exclusive use of bicycles and pedestrians within the road travel way. Class II bike lane facilities require four-foot minimum width lanes on both sides of the roadway where shoulders are present and five-foot minimum width lanes where curb and gutters are present. These facilities are for the exclusive use of bicycles and pedestrians where they are separated from the motor vehicle lane by a six-inch painted white stripe and designated with signs and permanent pavement markings. Shared use by motor vehicles within these facilities is only permissible where indicated by broken or dashed striping.
• Class III Bike Routes may be located on roadway facilities with sufficient width for shared motor vehicle and bicycle usage and are usually only designated by signs or permanent pavement markings indicating the route.
In the Chico urban area, the County currently has an existing Class I bike path on the easterly side of the Midway extending from the Chico City Limits on Fair Street south to Jones Avenue. Within the Chico urban area, there are also existing Class II bike lanes and Class III bike routes which connect with facilities located within the City of Chico jurisdiction and continue within the County's jurisdiction. Several planned Class I bike paths and Class II bike lanes for the Chico urban area are shown in the Chico Urban Area Bicycle Plan on Figure 
PASSENGER AND FREIGHT RAIL LANES, FACILITIES AND SERVICES
Union Pacific maintains a total of 100.4 miles of mainline track, with two mainlines, one in the western portion of Butte County (formerly the Southern Pacific mainline), and one in the eastern portion of the county. Numerous sidings are located in and around Oroville as well as further north along the Feather River. These sidings provide transportation services to a number of manufacturing industries, lumber mills, quarries and agricultural producers. No new rail lines are planned in Butte County. Several railroad corridors have been abandoned in the past few years. Portions of the corridor between Chico and Stirling City, via Paradise, have been utilized as the right-of-way for Skyway and as a bike and pedestrian trail in Paradise. The spur line through Chico to the airport has also been converted to a bicycle and pedestrian trail. The Sacramento Northern corridor between Chico and Durham has also been partially converted to a bicycle and pedestrian trail by the County and is also being studied for further bike/pedestrian trail development.
AIR TRANSPORTATION
Air transportation in Butte County is served by a number of private and public airfields and heliports serving general aviation and agricultural users. Most of these are small fields for private use. Commercial flights to distant or out-of-state destinations are available at the Sacramento International Airport, about 60 miles south of Oroville.
On December 20, 2000 Butte County's Airport Land Use Commission (ALUC) adopted the Butte County Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan (ALUCP). It establishes procedures and criteria for the ALUC to review proposed land use development and affected cities within the county for compatibility with airport activity. State law requires public access airports to develop Comprehensive Land Use Plans, (CLUPs) designating airport vicinity land use and clear zones. Such plans are to be adopted by the County's Airport Land Use Commission (ALUC), which consists of representatives as follows: two city, two airport managers, two County Supervisors and one member from the public at large.
The Butte County ALUCP is distinct from airport master plans, which address planning issues within a specific airport. The purpose of a compatibility plan is to assure that incompatible development does not occur on lands surrounding the airport.
The 2000 ALUCP encompasses the Chico Municipal Airport, the Oroville Municipal Airport, the Paradise Skypark Airport, and the Ranchaero Airport. These four airports are the principal facilities in Butte County and are further described below. 
Chico Municipal Airport
This facility is the largest airport in Butte County and the only one having regularly scheduled commercial service. It is owned and operated by the City of Chico. The airport is located to the north of the city, west of Cohasset Road. Over the past 50 years, urban expansion has extended towards the airport. Based on the 2001 RTP population projections for the region, the airport will need to expand. The capacity issues facing the Chico Airport are land-use decisions surrounding the immediate airport, primarily the west side where 210 acres of land are undeveloped. Chico Municipal Airport has two paved runways and a control tower. A 20-year airport master plan has been put into place to plan improvements that will expand passenger and cargo operations. In 1999, the City of Chico completed an Airport Master Plan that proposed extensions of both runways, including a 1,000 foot northerly extension to the main runway. The Master Plan also recommended that land be acquired for a future additional 1,000 foot extension to the main runway. The total recommended extensions to this runway equal 2,000 feet. In 2003, there were 144 aircraft based at the Chico Municipal Airport, including 104 single engine and 36 multi-engine aircraft as well as 4 helicopters. General Aviation accounted for 45,260 operations in 1998, which accounted for 62 percent of total daily departures. Other uses include cargo, law enforcement, and staging area for emergency services.
Based on the City of Chico's Airport Master Plan, there are 293 daily air passengers. The Master Plan estimates that by 2020 this number will rise to 400 passengers per day. The Master Plan also predicts increases in cargo traffic of seven percent annually, based on national forecasts. 
Oroville Municipal Airport
The Oroville Airport is privately operated, but owned by the City of Oroville. This 795-acre facility is located 2.5 miles west of the city along State Route 162. Although the city's sphere of influence extends a mile west of the airport, only the airport property and some private land to the north and west are within the city boundary. The surrounding unincorporated county area includes the community of Thermalito situated northeast of the airport. To the southwest and southeast lie state-owned water project and wildlife refuge lands. The airport has two paved runways.
According to the California Aviation System Plan for 1998, this airport serves a moderate 36,500 annual operations. Approximately 93 percent of these operations are by single-engine general aviation aircraft and two percent by business jets. In 2003, there were 51 aircraft based at the Oroville Airport, including 45 single engine and 5 multi-engine planes, as well as one helicopter.
In 2000, the City of Oroville amended its General Plan and Zoning regulations to be consistent with the Butte County Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan. These changes created an Airport Influence Area in order to make growth of the airport compatible with land use surrounding the airport. A map of this Airport Influence Area is in the 2000 Butte County Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan.
Paradise Skypark Airport
The Paradise Skypark Airport is located three miles south of the Paradise town center. It is privately owned and operated and has one runway of 2,710 feet. It is an important regional base for skydiving activities. Aircraft based at Paradise Skypark total 46, including 40 single engine and three multi-engine planes, one glider, and two ultra-light aircraft. Annual operations for the year ending in 1991 were 12,000 and have remained constant.
The 2000 Butte County Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan provides a compatibility map of the Paradise Skypark Airport and its environs. 
Ranchaero Airport
The Ranchaero Airport is a 23.5 acre facility located on the west side of Chico. Privately owned and operated, it has one runway of 2,280 feet. Flight instruction makes up a large portion of its daily operations. Ranchaero Airport is 23.5 acres in size and is defined as a general aviation airport. A total of 39 aircraft are based there, including 36 single engine and three multi-engine airplanes. Annual aircraft operations were estimated at 5,000 and projected to remain constant.
No master plan has been prepared for the Ranchaero Airport. However, the 2000 Butte County Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan provides a compatibility map of the Ranchaero Airport and its environs. Other proposed improvements to the State transportation corridor through Butte County that are included in BCAG's Regional Transportation Plan lie within several local jurisdictions. These include widening SR 99 through downtown Gridley and adding auxiliary lanes to SR 99 where the state road bisects the urbanized area of Chico. Because of the lack of high quality north-south circulation through Chico, many motorists use the state highway to get from one side of town to the other. Chico has been and continues to grow at a much faster pace than the rest of the county. As such, the demand for additional capacity through Chico has called for the preparation of a corridor study to look how to best address the congestion through town. BCAG commissioned a study to look at corridor improvements and is developing a priority list with specific projects. The parameters of the SR 99 Corridor study begin at Estates Drive and continue northward to Garner Lane. The proposed auxiliary lane project on SR 99 between SR 32 and E. 1 st Ave. was programmed in the 2000 STIP cycle for Phase 1. The City of Chico has expressed a desire to place a priority on programming any available STIP funds for projects along this corridor.
TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS IN ADJACENT JURISDICTIONS
In Glenn County, to the west of Butte County, there is a proposed "shortcut" for State Route 32 around the community of Orland. This project would be funded under the Flexible Congestion Relief portion of the State budget. This improvement has the potential to increase traffic volumes on SR 32 entering Chico.
